
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To what extent was Henry VIIIs reign, 1509-1540, an attempt at deep religious change? 
The Big 
Picture 

The depth studies focus on a substantial and coherent short time span and require students to understand the complexity of a society or historical situation and the interplay of different aspects within it. 
Depending on the depth study chosen, these may include social, economic, political, religious and military aspects. The content is divided into three key topics. These provide a framework for teaching 
and understanding the option, but should not be taken in isolation from each other. Key topic one is broken into four areas. The first one covers Henry as a prince and his accession to the throne. 
Students will need to focus on his personality and style of government making their own assertions about the strengths and weaknesses of his aims. In the second section they will need to understand the 
reasons for Wolsey’s assent to power through an analysis of his personality, roles and wealth. They will consider his domestic policies and   the reactions to them and how they contribute to his later 
downfall. It will be vital for them to be able to explain the significance of his foreign policy and how he tried to place Henry at the centre of European power. Finally they will break do the reasons for his 
downfall and the impact of the annulment with focus on the failure of divorce and the Boleyn Faction. Topic 2 is built around the rise of Cromwell with a consideration of what made him the best choice 
for the role in particular his success in gaining the annulment. There is a focus on the marriage to Anne Boleyn and then Jayne Seymour and her family influence. In the middle section there is 
concentration on the manner in which Cromwell attempted to reform government and the way Parliament worked. The final segment is the importance of the marriage to Anne of Cleves and the 
influence of the Duke of Norfolk in his downfall. The third key topic is a focus on the reformation and it’s impact starting with the break from Rome. Students will need to know about the reasons for the 
campaign against the Pope and the Catholic Church as well as the key acts of Succession and Act of Supremacy. There is a strong focus on opposition with individuals such as Elizabeth Barton, John Fisher 
and Thomas More and their actions needing to be evaluated. They will aslo have to be able to explain the work of Cranmer and Cromwell. The other are of opposition to cover is the Pilgrimage of Grace 
and the reasons for it as well as the events themselves with an evaluation of the reasons for the failure of it. Within all of this there is also the dissolution of the monasteries with students needing to be 
able to explain the reasons for and the impact of the events.  
 

Historica
l 

concepts
/Skills 

Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the key 
features and characteristics of 
the periods studied. 
Explain and analyse historical 
events and periods studied using 
secondorder1 historical 
concepts.  
Students will be assessed on 
their knowledge and 
understanding. Questions will 
target key features and 
causation, and may also target 
other second order concepts 
(change, continuity, 
consequence, similarity, 
difference, significance). 

Key words Abbot, Accession, almoners, altar, ambassador, annulment, Apostle’s creed, Battle of Agincourt, Benedictine, Chancellor/Lord chancellor, Chaplain, 
chastity, chief minister, cloisters, court of star chamber, diplomacy, diplomatic marriage, dissolution of the monasteries, enclosures, Eucharist, forced 
loan, heresy, holy relics, Holy Roman Empire, jousting, Knight of the garter, Lord Protector, Lord Treasurer, Lord’s Prayer, Magistrate, Maid of 
honour, Mass, mercenary soldier, merchants, monastic schools, monastic vows, monasticism, papacy, patronage, praemunire, priory, privy council, 
purgatory, Reformation of the Church in England, Religious houses, royal council, saint, salvation, sanctuary, solicitor general, sovereignty, 
succession, temporal prince, ten commandments, treason, treason laws, vice-gerent in spirituals 



 

Life in Germany 1918-1939 Edexcel Paper 31 
The Big 
Picture 

Students are required to study one modern depth study. All of the content for the option is mandatory. The depth studies focus on a substantial and coherent short time span and require students 
to understand the complexity of a society or historical situation and the interplay of different aspects within it. Depending on the depth study chosen, these may include social, economic, political, 
cultural and military aspects. The main content is divided into four key topics. These provide a framework for teaching and Understanding the option, but should not be taken in isolation from each 
other. For each depth study, there is some chronological overlap between key topics – this structure helps highlight the complexity and interplay of different aspects within society. Key topic one 
students must cover: The origins of the Republic, 1918–19, The legacy of the First World War. The abdication of the Kaiser, the armistice and revolution, 1918–19. The setting up of the Weimar 
Republic. The strengths and weaknesses of the new Constitution. The early challenges to the Weimar Republic, 1919–23 Reasons for the early unpopularity of the Republic, including the ‘stab in the 
back’ theory and the key terms of the Treaty of Versailles. Challenges to the Republic from Left and Right: Spartacists, Freikorps, the Kapp Putsch. The challenges of 1923: hyperinflation; the reasons 
for, and effects of, the French occupation of the Ruhr. The recovery of the Republic, 1924–29 Reasons for economic recovery, including the work of Stresemann, the Rentenmark, the Dawes and 
Young Plans and American loans and investment. The impact on domestic policies of Stresemann’s achievements abroad: the Locarno Pact, joining the League of Nations and the Kellogg-Briand Pact. 4 
Changes in society, 1924–29 Changes in the standard of living, including wages, housing, unemployment insurance. Changes in the position of women in work, politics and leisure. Cultural changes: 
developments in architecture, art and the cinema. Key topic two students must cover: Early development of the Nazi Party, 1920–22 Hitler’s early career: joining the German Workers’ Party and 
setting up the Nazi Party, 1919–20. The early growth and features of the Party. The Twenty-Five Point Programme. The role of the SA. The Munich Putsch and the lean years, 1923–29 The reasons for, 
events and consequences of the Munich Putsch. Reasons for limited support for the Nazi Party, 1924–28. Party reorganisation and Mein Kampf. The Bamberg Conference of 1926. The growth in 
support for the Nazis, 1929–32 The growth of unemployment – its causes and impact. The failure of successive Weimar governments to deal with unemployment from 1929 to January 1933. The 
growth of support for the Communist Party. Reasons for the growth in support for the Nazi Party, including the appeal of Hitler and the Nazis, the effects of propaganda and the work of the SA. How 
Hitler became Chancellor, 1932–33 Political developments in 1932. The roles of Hindenburg, Brüning, von Papen and von Schleicher. The part played by Hindenburg and von Papen in Hitler becoming 
Chancellor in 1933. Key topic three students must cover:  Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933–39  The creation of a dictatorship, 1933–34  The Reichstag Fire. The Enabling Act and the banning of 
other parties and trade unions. The threat from Röhm and the SA, the Night of the Long Knives and the death of von Hindenburg. Hitler becomes Führer, the army and oath of allegiance. The police 
state The role of the Gestapo, the SS, the SD and concentration camps. Nazi control of the legal system, judges and law courts. Nazi policies towards the Catholic and Protestant Churches, including the 
Reich Church and the Concordat. Controlling and influencing attitudes  Goebbels and the Ministry of Propaganda: censorship, Nazi use of media, rallies and sport, including the Berlin Olympics of 
1936. Nazi control of culture and the arts, including art, architecture, literature and film. Opposition, resistance and conformity  The extent of support for the Nazi regime. Opposition from the 
Churches, including the role of Pastor Niemöller. Opposition from the young, including the Swing Youth and the Edelweiss Pirates. Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–39 Nazi policies towards women Nazi 
views on women and the family. Nazi policies towards women, including marriage and family, employment and appearance. Nazi policies towards the young Nazi aims and policies towards the young. 
The Hitler Youth and the League of German Maidens. Nazi control of the young through education, including the curriculum and teachers.  Employment and living standards Nazi policies to reduce 
unemployment, including labour service, autobahns, rearmament and invisible unemployment.  Changes in the standard of living, especially of German workers. The Labour Front, Strength Through 
Joy, Beauty of Labour.  The persecution of minorities  Nazi racial beliefs and policies and the treatment of minorities: Slavs, ‘gypsies’, homosexuals and those with disabilities. The persecution of the 
Jews, including the boycott of Jewish shops and businesses (1933), the Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht. 

Historical 
concepts/Skills 

Assessment Students will be assessed on all four Assessment Objectives. All questions may 
relate to any content specified in the four key topics. Questions focusing solely on knowledge 
and understanding will target causation. Other questions will target the ability to analyse and 
evaluate contemporary sources and later interpretations. Students should be aware that 
interpretations are based on evidence from their period of study. They should be aware of a 
range of evidence that can be used to reach conclusions. They should study examples of such 
evidence and consider ways in which it could give rise to and support different interpretations. 
Students should understand a range of reasons why interpretations may differ. They should be 
aware that differences based on conclusions drawn from evidence are legitimate and can be 
explained. They should be able to evaluate given interpretations using their own knowledge of 
the period. 
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the 
periods studied. AO2 Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second 
order historical concepts.  AO3 Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the 
period) to make substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied. AO4 
Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations (including how 
and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical events studied. 

Key 
words 

Anshluss, Anti-Semitism, Armistice, Aryan, Bolshevism, Bolshevik Revolution, Capitalism, 
Censorship, Centre Party, Civil Rights, Coalition government, Communist party (KPD) 
Communists, Concentration camp, Concordat, Conscription, Constitution, DAP (Deutsche 
Arbeitpartei), Dawes Plan, DDP (German Democratic Party), DNVP (Deutschenationale 
Volkspartei), Dolchstoss, Enabling act, Euthanasia, Federal structure, Fourteen points, 
Freikorps, Fuhrerprinzip, German Faith movement, German labour front (DAF) Gestapo, 
Gleichschaltung, Great Depression, Gypsy, Hitler youth, Hyperinflation, Indoctrination, 
Informant, Kaiser, Lander, League of nations, Left Wing, Manifesto, National socialist, 
Nationalist party, Nationalise, Nazi teachers league, November Criminals, Passive resistance, 
Plebiscite, Proportional representation, Purge, Putsch, Reich, Reichsbank, Reichstag, 
Reichswehr, Reparations, Republic, SA, Scapegoat, SD, Slavs, SPD, Socialists, SS, Swastika, 
Third Reich, Trade Unions, Treason, Volkisch, Volksgemeinschaft, Wall Street Crash, Weimar 
Republic, 


