
History Key Stage 4 Big Picture 

 

 

‘The main reason for improvements to Public health, medicine and surgery in the period c.1250-present was the role of government’ How far do you agree? 

 

The Big Picture By studying the history of medicine students are embarking on a thematic study which requires them to consider change and continuity over a broad sweep of time. They will cover the key 
characteristics of 4 time periods, identifying beliefs in cause and understanding ways of prevention and treatment which will allow a greater appreciation of similarities and difference through 
time. Students will be assessed on their knowledge of the periods and the way in which they are able to explore the extent, rate, cause or consequence of change. Medical students will often 
study a similar module as part of their studies as they recognise the need to understand how people in the past have treated and prevented illness. This section of the course also links to the A 
level topic Poverty and Public Health 1789-1939 which explores the way in which the role and approach of government has changed over time.  
To what extent did the Church hinder medical progress Medicine in Medieval England c1250-c1500?- Students will consider the ideas that led people to believe that disease was caused by the 
supernatural as well as reasons of religion. They will understand the power of the church and the way in which the actions and attitude of the church led to the idea of Hippocrates and Galen 
prevailing through the theories of miasma and the four humours. Through their study of the methods of prevention and treatment they will consider the way in which religion played its role and 
how those in the Middle Ages applied the theories of the four humours through bloodletting and purging.  Additionally they will look at the approaches to hospital care and the limits of the 
barber surgeon. Within the time frame the case study is concentrate on the Black Death of 1348-49. ‘The work of Harvey led to great progress during the Medical Renaissance in England c1500-
1750’ How far do  you agree? – Students will need to explain the concept of continuity and how the ideas of the medieval period continued with regards the cause of disease. The work of Tomas 
Sydenham is also important to improving diagnosis as well as the significance of the printing press and the Royal Society in spreading ideas. When considering treatment there is the continuity 
of the care in hospitals and surgery with the recognition of limited change in training due to the work of Vesalius. The case studies in this period are focussed on the individual William Harvey 
and his work on circulation as well as the Great Plague of 1665 with the continuity of the ideas about cause, prevention and treatment. ‘There was rapid progress in medical understanding in 
18th and 19th Century Britain’ How far do you agree? – Students will explore the impact of the industrial world on medicine and the rapid changes that took place particularly in understanding 
the cause of disease with the work of Pasteur and Koch on Germ Theory. They will consider the change to hospital care initiated by Nightingale and the work of Simpson and Lister with regards 
anaesthetics and antiseptics respectively. Within this they will also need to consider the Public health crisis of housing and water supply leading to the Public Health Act of 1875 and the compulsory 
use of vaccinations.  Case studies in this period are centred on Jenner and the vaccination as well as the importance of John Snow to the understanding of cholera and the way in which it spread. 
To what extent was Technology was the main factor promoting change in the period 1900-Present?– In this final period study students start to recognise medicine as they would expect to find 
it today. They learn about the change in understanding the cause of disease through genetics and lifestyle as well as the availability of testing strategies that help to observe and record illness. 
They study the development of the welfare state, culminating in the NHS, and the way in which medicine and treatment have developed as well as the approaches to prevention such as public 
health campaigns and mass vaccinations. The case studies are centred on Penicillin and the work of Fleming, Florey and Chain as well as the 21st century fight against Lung cancer.  

Historical 
concepts/Skills 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 
characteristics of the periods studied.  
Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second 
order Historical concepts. Second order concepts are:  causation, 
consequence, similarity, difference, change, continuity and significance. 

Key 
words 

diagnosis, observation, epidemic, pandemic, purging, bleeding, bloodletting, miasma, supernatural, 
physician, apothecary, the Church, circulation, dissection, microbe, anaesthetics, antiseptics, vaccination, 
syphilis, public health, zodiac, physiological, anatomical, inoculation, vaccination, cholera, laissez-faire, 
genetics, DNA, penicillin, antibiotics, radiotherapy, chemotherapy, plague, hinder, development, progress, 
continuity, stagnation, renaissance, privies, ligatures, contagion, dysentery, gangrene, humours, bacteria, 
microbes, aseptic, scrofula, quarantine, streptococci, sulphonamide, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History Key Stage 4 Big Picture 

 

Big Question: What was the impact of the experience of the British Sector of the Western front 1914-1918 on injuries, treatment and trenches? 

The Big Picture  This section of the course is linked to the thematic study of ‘Medicine Through Time’ and focuses on a site in the contact of the events that occurred that at time. The students need to know about the 
context of the British sector of the western front geographically by being aware of the theatres of war from Ypres, Somme, Arras and Cambrai. They need to be able to explain the construction and 
organisation of the trench system as well as understand the use of mines and expansion tunnels. They need to be able to show that they can explain the problems that this brought for transportation 
of the injured as well as the medical treatment that was on offer. They will learn about the nature of the injuries suffered and the weapons that caused them, including the effects of gas attacks. In 
order to handle the evidence they will have in-depth knowledge of the work of groups such as the RAMC and FANY as well as the stages of treatment from the frontline to the base hospital. There will 
also be a focus on the experimental nature of some treatments and surgeries with the Thomas splint, mobile x-rays and the breakthrough of blood transfusion. Core to the study is their development 
in handling source material and how to navigate the concept of utility. They will exam national sources such as newspapers, army records and the personal records of soldiers such as diaries. There is 
also a rich supply of visual source material that they will encounter through photos and paintings which help to reveal the significance of what took place. Ultimately, student will learn how to select 
and evaluate material before deciding on the weight of evidence it provides them. Students have encountered the trench experience in KS3 through study of WWI and will again meet this significant 
event at A level when looking at the Indian experience and in their coursework on the causes of the war.  

Concepts/Skills Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 
key features and characteristics of the periods 
studied. 
Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary 
to the period) to make substantiated judgements, 
in the context of historical events studied. 
causation, consequence, similarity, difference, 
change, continuity and significance 

Key words Amputation, anaesthetics, antiseptics, Arras, aseptic surgery, base hospital, battalion, billets, bleed, Cambrai, Casualty 
clearing station, cranium, dysentery, excision, FANY, faeces, Field Ambulance, Frontline, gangrene, gas gangrene, 
infection, ligature, medic, nurse, paralysis, Pyrexia, septicaemia, shelling, , Shell shock, sterilise, stretcher bearer, 
Thomas splint, transfusion, virus, Ypres 
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Big Question: ‘To what extent did the belief in ‘Manifest Destiny’ contribute to the eradication of the Plains Indians way of life? 

The Big Picture The period study focus on a substantial and coherent medium time span of at least 50 years and requires students to understand the unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated 
with the period. The content is divided into three key topics, which provide a framework for teaching and understanding the themes. These run in chronological sequence, but should not be taken in 
isolation from each other – students should appreciate the narrative connections that run across the key topics. Students will be assessed on their knowledge and understanding. Questions will target: 
consequence; significance (of specified events in relation to situations and unfolding developments); and analytical narrative (requiring students not only to describe what happened, but also to analyse 
events to find connections that explain the way in which events unfolded)  How did the Early settlements impact on the lives of the Plains Indians? This looks at the early settlement of the West and 
considers the way of life of the Plains Indians and how they survived on the plains as well as their cultural heritage. With regards to the western migration, there is the focus on the stories of the pioneers 
such as the Donner party and the Mormons. The students will look at the Gold Rush and how the influx of miners led to issues with law and order as well as the problem of farming. Underpinning all of 
this will be the need for students to understand the key term of Manifest Destiny. How did the settlers over come the challenge of the environment of the Plains?: This section focuses on once 
settlement has taken place and the subsequent developments of the railroads and new farming techniques. There is the continued issue of law and order along with the establishment of the cattle 
industry and the work of the cowboys. The topic culminates in looking at how conflict with the Plains Indians led to the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868. Why did the actions of the settlers lead to the 
eradication of the Plains Indians way of life?: This last topic concludes the study and how changed in technology result in the lifestyle of cowboys and cattle hands changing. There is further focus on 
the conflict and the way in which the Plains Indians’ way of life was forever altered by the way in which they were forced into reservations and finally destroyed. In addition they will examine the ongoing 
problem of lawlessness and the eventual need for government intervention. 

Concepts/Skills Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
the key features and characteristics of the periods 
studied. 
 
Explain and analyse historical events and periods 
studied using second-order historical concepts. 
causation, consequence, similarity, difference, 
change, continuity and significance 

Key words Adobes, agent, annals, annex, audit, band, bullion, by-law, circa, claim, claim jumping, council, demobilised, forty-niners, 
depression, federal government, free-soilers, free state, frontier, game, genocide, gentiles, government bonds, 
homesteaders, indictments, lodge, lynched, manifest destiny, medicine man, militia, moccasins Mormons, nations, 
nomadic, open range, pioneers, plantations, polygamy, prospectors, ranchers, rawhide, repossessed, reservations, 
saloons, siege, stampeded, state, subsidy, subsistence, sweat lodge, tanned, Teepee, Tipi, temperance movement, 
territory, transcontinental, vigilante, warrior societies 
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To what extent was Henry VIIIs reign, 1509-1540, an attempt at deep religious change? 

The Big Picture The depth studies focus on a substantial and coherent short time span and require students to understand the complexity of a society or historical situation and the interplay of different aspects 
within it. Depending on the depth study chosen, these may include social, economic, political, religious and military aspects. The content is divided into three key topics. These provide a framework 
for teaching and understanding the option, but should not be taken in isolation from each other. Key topic one is broken into four areas. Why did Wolsey have such a spectacular rise and fall?: 
The first one covers Henry as a prince and his accession to the throne. Students will need to focus on his personality and style of government, making their own assertions about the strengths 
and weaknesses of his aims. In the second section they will need to understand the reasons for Wolsey’s assent to power through an analysis of his personality, roles and wealth. They will 
consider his domestic policies, the reactions to them and how they contribute to his later downfall. It will be vital for students to explain the significance of his foreign policy and how he tried to 
place Henry at the centre of European power. Finally, they will break do the reasons for his downfall and the impact of the annulment with focus on the failure of divorce and the Boleyn Faction. 
‘The failure of Henry’s marriage to Anne of Cleves was the main reason for Cromwell being executed’ How far do you agree?:  Built around the rise of Cromwell, this topic taken into 
consideration what made him the best choice for the role, particularly highlighting his success in gaining the annulment. There is a focus on the marriage to Anne Boleyn and then Jane Seymour 
with her family influence. In the middle section there is a concentration on the manner in which Cromwell attempted to reform government and the way Parliament worked. The final segment 
is the importance of the marriage to Anne of Cleves and the influence of the Duke of Norfolk in his downfall. How was the Reformation enacted and how did some try to oppose it?: There is a 
focus on the Reformation and its impact starting with the Break from Rome. Students will need to know about the reasons for the campaign against the Pope and the Catholic Church as well as 
the key acts of Succession and Act of Supremacy. There is a strong focus on opposition with individuals such as Elizabeth Barton, John Fisher and Thomas More with their actions needing to be 
evaluated. They will also have to be able to explain the work of Cranmer and Cromwell. The other area of opposition to cover is the Pilgrimage of Grace and the reasons for it as well as the events 
themselves, with an evaluation of the reasons for the failure of it. Within all of this there is also the dissolution of the monasteries with students needing to be able to explain the reasons for and 
the impact of the events.  

Historical 
concepts/Skills 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 
characteristics of the periods studied. 
Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using 
second order historical concepts. causation, consequence, similarity, 
difference, change, continuity and significance 

Students will be assessed on their knowledge and understanding. 
Questions will target key features and causation, and may also target 
other second order concepts (change, continuity, consequence, 
similarity, difference, significance). 

Key 
words 

Abbot, Accession, almoners, altar, ambassador, annulment, Apostle’s creed, Battle of Agincourt, Benedictine, 
Chancellor/Lord chancellor, Chaplain, chastity, chief minister, cloisters, court of star chamber, diplomacy, 
diplomatic marriage, dissolution of the monasteries, enclosures, Eucharist, forced loan, heresy, holy relics, 
Holy Roman Empire, jousting, Knight of the garter, Lord Protector, Lord Treasurer, Lord’s Prayer, Magistrate, 
Maid of honour, Mass, mercenary soldier, merchants, monastic schools, monastic vows, monasticism, papacy, 
patronage, praemunire, priory, privy council, purgatory, Reformation of the Church in England, Religious 
houses, royal council, saint, salvation, sanctuary, solicitor general, sovereignty, succession, temporal prince, 
ten commandments, treason, treason laws, vice-gerent in spirituals 
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Why were Hitler and the Nazis able to impose themselves on the lives of people in Germany 1918-1939?  Edexcel Paper 31 

The Big 
Picture 

Students are required to study one modern depth study. All of the content for the option is mandatory. The depth studies focus on a substantial and coherent short time span and requires 
students to understand the complexity of a society or historical situation and the interplay of different aspects within it. Depending on the depth study chosen, these may include social, 
economic, political, cultural and military aspects. The main content is divided into four key topics. These provide a framework for teaching and understanding the option, but should not be taken 
in isolation from each other. For each depth study, there is some chronological overlap between key topics – this structure helps highlight the complexity and interplay of different aspects within 
society. What were the problems facing Germany 1918-1923? Students will need to be able to explain the origins of the Republic, 1918–19 and the legacy of the First World War with the 
abdication of the Kaiser, along with the armistice and revolution, 1918–19. The setting up of the Weimar Republic and consideration of the strengths and weaknesses of the new Constitution. 
They will have to be able to justify reasons for the early unpopularity of the Republic, including the ‘stab in the back’ theory and the key terms of the Treaty of Versailles as well as the Challenges 
to the Republic from Left and Right: Spartacists, Freikorps, the Kapp Putsch. Finally they will address the challenges of 1923: hyperinflation; the reasons for, and effects of, the French occupation 
of the Ruhr. Why do historians view the 1920’s as a Golden time for Germany?  Students will examine the recovery of the Republic, 1924–29 economically as well as the work of Stresemann, in 
his policies. They will evaluate his impact on domestic policies as well as his achievements abroad such as the Locarno Pact, joining the League of Nations and the Kellogg-Briand Pact.  Underlying 
this will be a study of the Changes in society, 1924–29 through the standard of living, including wages, housing, and unemployment insurance. Students will also consider the Changes in the 
position of women in work, politics and leisure and Cultural changes with developments in architecture, art and the cinema. To what extent did Hitler’s rise to power result from the actions of 
himself and the Nazi Party? Students will examine the early development of the Nazi Party, 1920–22  and Hitler’s early career: to understand how by joining the German Workers’ Party he came 
to set up the Nazi Party, 1919–20. They will explore the early growth and features of the Party ideologically through the Twenty-Five Point Programme. Furthermore they will consider the failure 
of The Munich Putsch and the reasons for limited support for the Nazi Party, 1924–28. They will recognise the way in which the party reorganised once Hitler left prison and the importance of his 
book Mein Kampf.  Students will then consider the other factors that led to Hitler taken on the role of Chancellor in Germany with the growth of unemployment, failure of successive Weimar 
governments as well as a fear of Communism. Students will need to be aware of the differing interpretations surrounding his eventual appointment and in particular the part played by 
Hindenburg and von Papen. How did  Nazis establish a dictatorship, 1933–39?   In this enquiry students will consider the varying interpretations about how the conditions allowed for the 
establishment of a totalitarian form of government. They will need to be able to explain the Reichstag Fire and how the ensuing run of events such as the Night of the Long Knives and the death of 
von Hindenburg gave the platform for Hitler to become Führer. Central to the control was the role of the Gestapo, the SS, the SD and concentration camps as well as the Nazi control of the legal 
system, judges and law courts. Through propaganda the control came through censorship, Nazi use of media, rallies and sport to promote the Nazi ideals. With regards to culture and the arts, 
students will need to be able to include examples art, architecture, literature and film. Not everyone supported the Nazi regime and students will need to be able to show that they understand 
the degree to which opposition from the Churches, and the young, posed a threat to the Nazis.  To what extent were Nazi policies fulfilling their ideology?  Students will examine the varying 
interpretations on the Nazis policies with a focus on women and the family, including marriage employment and appearance. With regards to the Nazi aims and policies towards the young they 
will be able to explain how the Nazi controlled education, including the curriculum and teachers in order to fulfil their ideology.  Nazi economic policies are another area of focus delving into the 
ways in which they reduced unemployment through the labour service, autobahns, rearmament and invisible unemployment.  They will also assess the changes in the standard of living, especially 
of German workers and the extent to which these policies were a success.   Lastly students will consider how Hitler and the Nazis tried to enact their racial beliefs and policies through their 
treatment of minorities: Slavs, ‘gypsies’, homosexuals and those with disabilities. Core to this will be their understanding of the persecution of the Jews, including the boycott of Jewish shops and 
businesses (1933), as well as the Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht. 

Historical 
concepts/Skills 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 
characteristics of the periods studied.  
Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second 
order historical concepts.    
Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to 
make substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events 
studied. causation, consequence, similarity, difference, change, 
continuity and significance 
Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about 
interpretations (including how and why interpretations may differ) in 
the context of historical events studied. 

Key words Anshluss, Anti-Semitism, Armistice, Aryan, Bolshevism, Bolshevik Revolution, Capitalism, Censorship, 
Centre Party, Civil Rights, Coalition government, Communist party (KPD) Communists, Concentration 
camp, Concordat, Conscription, Constitution, DAP (Deutsche Arbeitpartei), Dawes Plan, DDP (German 
Democratic Party), DNVP (Deutschenationale Volkspartei), Dolchstoss, Enabling act, Euthanasia, 
Federal structure, Fourteen points, Freikorps, Fuhrerprinzip, German Faith movement, German labour 
front (DAF) Gestapo, Gleichschaltung, Great Depression, Gypsy, Hitler youth, Hyperinflation, 
Indoctrination, Informant, Kaiser, Lander, League of nations, Left Wing, Manifesto, National socialist, 
Nationalist party, Nationalise, Nazi teachers league, November Criminals, Passive resistance, Plebiscite, 
Proportional representation, Purge, Putsch, Reich, Reichsbank, Reichstag, Reichswehr, Reparations, 
Republic, SA, Scapegoat, SD, Slavs, SPD, Socialists, SS, Swastika, Third Reich, Trade Unions, Treason, 
Volkisch, Volksgemeinschaft, Wall Street Crash, Weimar Republic, 

 


